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Fundamentals of Reading 

 Integrate an information (cueing) system that includes meaning (semantics), structure (syntax), visual (graphophonic), and pragmatics 
(schematic) to make meaning from text.  

 Gain understanding by applying reading strategies of monitoring, searching, confirming, cross-checking, rereading, and self-correcting.  

 Employ comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading text using schema, annotating, questioning, visualizing, drawing 
inferences, determining importance, summarizing, and synthesizing.  

 Use metacognition to monitor meaning and adjust strategies while reading. 

 Notice and analyze an author’s style and techniques to construct meaning.  

Components Definition Subcomponents Characteristics 

 
 
 

Mini-Lesson 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading processes are 
modeled through 
demonstration, explicit 
instruction, and think 
alouds.  
 
The mini-lesson is up to 15 
minutes.   

Activator/Connection This may include: 

 Connection to prior knowledge 

 Connection to prior lesson(s) 

 Sparking student interest 

 Connection to real world experience 
Examples: 

 Mentor Texts 

 Video 

 Game 

 Quick Write 

 Photographs 

 Read Aloud/Think Aloud 

Teaching Point/LO 
 
“I do” 

 State the learning objective/I can statement. 

 Teacher may demonstrate objective using: 
o Think Aloud – teacher models their reading and 

thinking process aloud with students  
o Interactive Read Aloud – teacher models 

reading process aloud with students (does not 
have to be an entire book – may be a 
paragraph, a page, a chapter, etc.) 

o Shared Reading – teacher and students all 
reading the same text 
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o Mentor Text – any text (excerpt or full text) 
that can be used to demonstrate reading and 
writing skills (examples:  traditional text, 
teacher writing, peer writing) 

o Anchor Charts (teacher created, student 
created, or co-created) - an interactive reading 
and writing experience to encourage 
collaborative conversations that promote 
student engagement and ownership of 
learning; used as a student resource and 
organizational tool 

Active Engagement/Guided 
Practice 
 
“We Do” 
 

Students, with teacher support, practice reading previously 
modeled.  Teachers monitor to make immediate/future 
instructional decisions.  Instructional strategies may 
include: 

 Turn and Talk 

 Individual or partner practice before moving to 
work time 

 Check for understanding 

Link to Work 
Time/Transition 

Connect the learning objective to the students’ 
independent work time.  
 
Setting the purpose may include: 

 Teacher reviews expectations 

 Students demonstrate an understanding of task 
before being released  

 
 
 

Work Time 
 
 
 

Students apply the 
strategies taught in the 
mini-lesson by engaging in 
authentic reading activities.   

Independent reading  Students engaged in purposeful reading by practicing 
strategies by reading a variety of texts based on interest 
and level. 
 
This may include strategies from: 

 Current mini-lesson 

 Previously taught lesson(s) 
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  Individual student needs (intervention goal) 
 
Students may engage with their text by: 

 Reading 

 Analyzing 

 Responding 
 
Responding may look like: 

 Traditional notebook form 

 Online discussion 

 Letters  

 Stop and jot 

 Sticky notes 

 Illustrations 

 Graphic organizers 

Small Group Instruction & 
Guided Reading  
 

Teacher works with students either individually or with 
multiple students at a time. 
 
Guided reading must take place 4 – 5 times per week for 
those students scoring below core level (strategic and 
intensive). 

 Research based framework/structure (Jan 
Richardson, Fountas & Pinnell, etc.) 

 
This will also include the following, based on student need: 

 Re-teaching 

 One-on-one conferencing 

 Strategy groups 

 Responding to text 
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Authentic Work Stations Students are engaged in authentic reading and writing 
experiences based on student need or interest to 
strengthen strategies and skills previously introduced. 
Students must have their eyes on text.   
 
For example: 

 Content based (researching) 

 Book clubs 

 Writing station 

 Partner reading 

 Computer assisted technology  

 
 
 

Closure 
 
 
 

A whole class conversation 
or reflection as a final check 
for understanding to 
determine student mastery 
and to promote students’ 
self-monitoring or self-
reflection skills. 
 
Closure takes approximately 
5 – 10 minutes.  

Revisit Link 
 
Reflection 

This may include: 

 Turn and Talk 

 Exit Ticket 

 Stop & Jots 

 Referencing anchor charts 

 Share Out 
o Volunteers and non-volunteers 

 Summarizing 

 Positive Highlights 

 Student Samples 

 
 

Word Study 
 

Word study provides 
students with opportunities 
to investigate and 
understand the patterns in 

Decoding and Encoding 
words (Phonics/phonemic 
awareness) 

Decoding is using multiple strategies to read and write 
unknown words. 
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words.  It is designed to 
build word knowledge that 
can be applied to both 
reading and writing.  It also 
develops students' abilities 
in phonics, word 
recognition, and vocabulary.  

Word Parts 
 

Roots, stems, and affixes (prefix and suffix) 

Vocabulary Teaching new words, either as they appear in text, or by 
introducing new words separately 

Fluency Reading with appropriate rate, accuracy, and with 
expression; putting the right feeling, emotion, or emphasis 
on the right word or phrase.  

 Pausing 

 Intonation 

 Stress 

 Rate 

 Phrasing 

 

 

Resources 

 

Jan Richardson www.janrichardson.com  

 Jan Richardson’s best-selling Next Step collection includes: The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading and The Guided Reading 
Teacher’s Companion: Prompts, Discussion Starters, Teaching Point, and Videos.  

Jennifer Serravallo 

 Jennifer Seravallo is the author of NY Times best sellers:  The Reading Strategies, The Writing Strategies, Teaching Reading in Small 
Groups: Conferring with Readers, and The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook Grades K-2, and Grades 3-6 

Nell Duke www.soe.umich.edu/people/profile/duke_nell 

http://www.janrichardson.com/
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 Nell Duke’s work focuses on early literacy development, particularly among children living in poverty. Her specific areas of expertise 
include: development of informational reading and writing in young children, comprehension development and instruction in early 
schooling, and issues of equity in literacy education.   

Debbie Diller www.debbiediller.com  

 Debbie Diller is the author of Literacy Work Stations, Practice with Purpose, Making the Most of Small Groups, Spaces and Places, 
Growing Independent Learners: From Literacy Standards to Stations K-3, and Moving Into Math Stations 

Fountas and Pinnell www.fountasandpinnell.com  

 Fountas and Pinnell provides resources for assessments, classroom resources, and interventions. 
Clemson Reading Recovery www.readingrecovery.clemson.edu 

 Created by The Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center, with the support of the South Carolina Department of 
Education, this site includes annotated video clips of outstanding classroom instruction in the state of South Carolina.  

NAEYC www.naeyc.org 

 The National Association for the Education of Young Children is a professional organization that works to promote high quality early 
learning for all young children, birth through age 8 by connecting early childhood practice, policy, and research.  

ILA www.literacyworldwide.org  

 This organization offers tools, ideas, and inspiration along with other membership aspects.  
Peter Johnston 

 In his most recent book, Choice Words, Johnson uses his fascination with relationships between language and learning to show how 
teachers can prepare for responsive teaching.  

 

http://www.debbiediller.com/
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/
http://www.naeyc.org/
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/

